
 

Dear Miriam School Parents, 

 

As you know, the Miriam School reopening committee has been working on plans to reopen Miriam 

School to our students on August 19. These guidelines are attached and will ensure that we can be in 

school while mitigating the risk of infection due to COVID-19. While it is impossible to eliminate all risk, 

these guidelines, which will continue to be updated, will greatly reduce the chance of the virus being 

spread within the Miriam School community.  

 

Miriam School will necessarily look different this fall and an updated calendar is also attached to this 

email. Our traditional “Meet Your Teacher” morning will not take place. The “Back to School” parent 

coffee will not take place on the first day of school in the multipurpose room, but rather will be held 

outdoors on Friday, August 21 beginning at 8:30 a.m. Our annual curriculum night will not take place, 

however, we will hold our “Parent Welcome Night” on September 3 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. where parents 

will meet with teachers and therapists to learn about classroom procedures and plans for the year. This 

evening will be held via zoom and teachers will send an invitation to the families in their classrooms the 

first week of school. You will notice that events and activities are only missing from the first semester on 

the calendar. I remain hopeful that we will be able to return to some of our activities after winter break 

and so have left them on the calendar. If necessary, we will further update the calendar to reflect the 

health department recommendations in the fall and winter.  

 

While our open and welcoming culture, where parents, educational and health professionals, practicum 

students, and members of the larger community who are active participants will look different, the 

essential components of our program remain as expected at this time. We all know that our program is 

most beneficial and effective in person and that is the reason why I am convicted we will reopen. Our 

small class size and the large indoor (38,000 sq. ft.) and outdoor spaces ensure that we are able to 

provide this in person program as safely as possible. The quality education and therapies our children 

need to be successful will continue and faculty and staff will regularly communicate with families via 

classroom apps, social media, emails and phone calls. I heard from many of you in the spring that you 

appreciated my frequent emails updating you on our program and I will continue communicating in this 

way as we return to in person learning. 

 

I know that I cannot and have not answered every question or addressed your every worry here. The 

plans you see here will continue to be improved upon right up to the day our doors open on August 19 

and beyond as we navigate through this difficult time. But, one thing I know we all learned from the 

spring - both here and in all schools around the world - is that children learn best in school, in person. 

Our goal - my highest priority - is that we have procedures in place that will ensure that our children are 

here, at Miriam School, and that they, the staff and our families are safe and healthy.  

 

Warmest regards, 

 

Mary Cognata, M.Ed. 

Head of School 



 

 


