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Miriam Fills in the Gaps 
at KIPP Charter Schools

The Miriam Learning Center has experienced phenomenal growth 
during the last two years and now counts 25 charter, public, and 
private schools as partners.  The Learning Center’s certified, special 

education teachers, occupational therapists, speech/language pathologists, 
counselors, and diagnosticians easily push into these schools to support 
children who need more assistance than their school can provide.  

KIPP Charter Schools is a prime example of one of The Learning 
Center’s partners where Miriam “fills the gaps” by providing on-site special 
education support services.    

Beth Rose, Director of The Miriam Learning Center, said the partnership 
with KIPP Charter Schools in St. Louis City is an important part of Miriam’s 
outreach efforts to work with schools that do not have on-staff special 
education therapists, but have a great need for services.

“We have been working with KIPP Charter Schools for nearly three years and 
have watched them expand from one school to four schools,” Rose said.  “We are 
very pleased to have Miriam’s special education teachers and therapists at KIPP 
Schools to help students with all learning styles excel,” she said.

Kari Kraichely, Director of Special Education of KIPP Charter Schools, 
was originally hired as a special education teacher at KIPP almost three 

years ago before becoming director of KIPP’s Special Education programs this year.  Miriam 
Learning Center first started with KIPP Inspire, and has grown with KIPP as they expanded 
into four schools: Wisdom, Inspire, Victory and Triumph.

As KIPP’s Director of Special Education, Kraichely is in charge of academic goals for 
students with special needs.  Today Miriam fulfills all of KIPP’s occupational therapy needs for 
students at the four KIPP locations.    

Kraichely said that KIPP does not have an on-staff OT and that’s where Miriam comes in 
with two contract therapists to work with students.  Miriam also does all of evaluations of 
students requiring special education services. 

“Miriam’s occupational therapists fulfill an important need at all four KIPP Schools,” 
Kraichely said.  “Miriam’s OT’s give our special needs’ students much needed sensory breaks 
to help them sustain their learning capabilities in the classroom,” she said.

Kraichely continued, “As KIPP expands, we know we can count on Miriam to help us meet 
the growing needs of our special needs’ students.  Miriam’s therapists fill a huge need to help 
our students succeed.”   

One of Miriam’s on-site therapists is Morgan Welch.  As an occupational therapist, Welch 
works with students at six different Learning Center partner schools including; KIPP Wisdom, 
South City Prep Junior High and High School, Lafayette Preparatory Academy, EAGLE College 
Prep Tower Grove, and EAGLE Fox Park.  Her job is to test students to determine if they 
are eligible for OT services, and to provide therapy services to students with sensory needs 
and fine and gross motor issues.

Welch finds her work with students to be truly rewarding and enjoys supporting them in 
reaching their goals. “The best part of my job is when a child finally succeeds at a task they 
have been struggling with,” Welch said.  “The smile on their face is what makes my job so 
rewarding.  They are proud of what they accomplished, and I am proud of them too,” she said. 

On Miriam’s long-term partnership with KIPP Charter Schools, Rose adds, “I love working 
with the staff at KIPP. It is exciting for us to grow with KIPP as they expand in the St. Louis 
area.  We look forward to being their long-term partner to help children with learning 
disabilities be successful.”  m

You can help provide 
a child with learning 
disabilities a chance 
for a better future.
Miriam strives to make our 
programs financially accessible 
and annually awards nearly 
$1 million in need-based tuition 
assistance to over 60% of 
our students. Much of this 
assistance is raised through 
donations to our annual tuition 
assistance campaign. The 
2015-16 campaign officially 
begins October 1. To learn 
more or to make a donation 
visit www.miriamstl.org/ 
donate-now.  

what, I would find a way to make Miriam School, Julianne’s school.    
Julianne is now in her sixth year at Miriam School and has learned so 

much!  She is a child with exceptional determination.  She knows she is a 
different kind of learner than most children, but she never stops trying to 
learn.  Every single day she pushes and pushes and pushes herself.  She loves 
going to school and has a hard time when summer rolls around because she 
misses Miriam School so much. 

Julianne is not the only one who 
has learned a lot. I admittedly do not 
always know how to help her, but 
Miriam has helped me learn more 
about the challenges Julianne has.  
They have given them names, and 
taught me how to work with them and 
what to expect. And most importantly, 
Mrs. Cognata and Mrs. Holland have 
held my hand and reassured me on 
many days when I am overwhelmed 
with the uncertainties of Julianne’s 
future.  Miriam has given us hope.  
Hope goes a long way.  m
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Kari Kraichely, Director of Special Education at KIPP, 
poses with the original group of students she taught at 
KIPP Inspire when she began three years ago

Activities such as crawling, animal 
walks, or pushing/pulling heavy objects, 
helps the student to feel sensations 
from joints in their hands and arms.

The student blows through a straw at a 
balloon using a breathing technique to 
increase attention and focus.  This calms 
the child to help during writing, cutting, or 
coloring while sitting at a table

Christina and Juilianne.


